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Pastor’s Notes
Greetings Good People of Pilgrim!
I know I say this about a lot of seasons, but, Autumn is one of my favorite times of year and I know a favorite
for many. We welcome its milder
temperatures, magnificent colors, increased opportunities to spend time
with friends and family over festive
meals, and of course, what feels like
the last hurrah before winter.
As it has for many cultures throughout history, Autumn calls us to find
balance in the finishing of a season of
hustle and bustle and finding moments of rest and reflection before we
begin our winter hibernation, followed by the new growth of spring
once again. We see this pattern of balance with the leaves, the animals
gathering food for hibernation, and on
the first day of the season which has
just passed, the Autumn Equinox, the
balance of an almost equal 12 hour
day and 12 hour night. In the vivid
color of fall leaves and harvested
fields, we see a beauty in the balance
of life, death, and renewal.
Perhaps for us Christians, we can also
bear witness to God displayed in nature. The changes that swirl around us
remind us God has a purpose and plan
for every season and that the Holy
Spirit is always blowing like the Autumn winds. It may be a perfect time
to restore the balance in our lives.

...from Pat Kempf, Vicar
Self-care and setting boundaries,
which includes the mindset of Sabbath
rest, are all strengthening spiritual
practices that help us on the path to
enjoying a peaceful and joy-filled holiday season and beyond.
I also find prayer and meditation quite
helpful, particularly in this time of
year. With all the changes going on in
nature, it can be nice to set our own
intention towards shedding what is no
longer necessary in preparation for
growth and new life. Through quiet
reflection, deep breathing exercises,
and intentional discovery, we can recognize what serves us well, and what
is just adding stress or undue burden.
What items, attitudes, judgements, or
fears are we hanging on to that only
hold us back? Often, we dread change
because we feel unprepared, unsure of
what something new will bring, and
reluctant to let go of something we’ve
held for so long. But Autumn, with all
its transformations, comes in confidently and brilliantly; a perfect image
of comfort and beauty in the face of
change.
I see God at work in every season, but
Autumn holds a sweet spot for me. As
the leaves blanket the ground, composting under the autumn sun, feeding
the soil so new life may begin again in
the spring, may we also feel a pull to
turn inward and inspect what we want
(Continued on page 2)
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to nurture and what we’d like
to change before closing out
the year. In all of it, we can
trust that the Holy Spirit will
be our mentor and guide as we
navigate the transition of the
seasons, the loving transformation of our hearts, and the
many changes we face in our
lives.
A Blessed Harvest and Happy
Halloween to you all!
Grace and Peace,
Vicar Pat

ALL SAINTS’ SUNDAY
NOVEMBER 6
Remembering
New Saints and Old
BAKERS! Your help is needed
for the upcoming election day
bake sale on Tuesday, November
8th. Please sign up on the sheet
on the library table (or, contact
the church office). VOLUNTEERS to sell baked goods on
Election Day are also needed. Select a 90-minute shift that works
for you. Thank you!

Menards Rebates
Do you take advantage of Menards’ 11% rebate program when
you shop Menards? Pilgrim sources cleaning supplies, batteries,
bulbs, etc. from Menards. As we all know, costs for supplies have
been rising considerably. A simple way to make a contribution to
Pilgrim’s custodial needs is to donate your Menards rebate coupons. Simply drop the rebates off at the church office or mail
them to Fred’s attention at the church. Your gifts will be a great
blessing. Thank you for supporting this effort.

We’re Decorating for Fall!
Do you have some extra fall-themed decorations you
would like to share? Do you have a creative eye?
We will be adding a fall seasonal look to the sanctuary and the lounge...and decorations are needed
(i.e. small gourds, artificial pumpkins, mums,
bales of hay, dried flowers, Indian corn, fall garland, Horn of Plenty, etc.). Please drop off decorations by Thursday, October 6th. Leave them on
the tables in the lounge. Then, help decorate after the
worship service on October 9th.
*Please, no real regular-sized pumpkins, because they rot easily. Miniature pumpkins are welcome, though.
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Sunday, November 6th, is set
aside as a time of grateful remembrance of the saints victorious—those who lived in the
Lord, and have now died. It is
also a time to remember the newest saints—those who were baptized into Christ.
You will have an opportunity to
remember these people of faith
in your lives during the worship
service in a special All Saints
Remembrance Ceremony. Candles will be lit to symbolize the
light of the loved one(s) being
remembered,
This year, as a congregation, we
will especially honor the following saints.

Newest saints—those who have
been baptized into Christ Jesus
over the past year at Pilgrim:
Benjamin Simac
Ian Koski
Josephine Billington
Deborah Glascock
Saints victorious—those who
were members of Pilgrim, or
their funerals were handled
through Pilgrim this last year:
Blair Schewe
Scott Widmark
Elaine Kolden
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“The Lord bless you and keep you;
the Lord make his face to shine upon you, and be gracious to you;
the Lord lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace.”
—Numbers 6:24-26

What is it that happened 1,400 years before the birth of Jesus that has a Wisconsin
connection? You’ll find out in this article.
1,400 years before the birth of Jesus, God gave the words found in Numbers 6 to Moses with
the command that Moses was to share the words with Aaron and Aaron was to give these
words as a blessing for all the Israelites. These words are sometimes known as “the priestly
blessing” or “the blessing of Aaron”. At its core, the blessing is a prayer, which expresses care
and love among family. During Aaron’s time the prayer was for the family of the Israelites and
in our time, it is for the family of all who believe in God wherever we are scattered throughout
the whole world.
Now for the Wisconsin connection. There was a man named Peter Lutkin who was born in
Wisconsin in 1858. He grew up to be an outstanding musician who played both the piano and
the organ, studied classical church music, conducted choirs, and also composed music including the beautiful hymn, “The Lord Bless You and Keep You”, which quotes the blessing of Aaron word for word.
D. L. Moody, a very well known American evangelist from the 19th century, described the
blessing of Aaron like this: “Here is a benediction that [one] can give all the time without being impoverished. Every heart may utter it, every letter may conclude with it, every day may
begin with it, every night may be sanctified by it.” What a marvelous description of this prayer! Lutkin certainly did justice to this prayer in his powerful, reverent musical rendition of it.

With thanks for musicians, including Wisconsin-born musicians,
who are able to conceptualize wonderful ways
to put passages of scripture to music,
Delores Kessel
There are many beautiful arrangements of “The Lord Bless You and Keep You” on YouTube.
A group called Octarium sings an arrangement I especially like. To hear them, type in “The
Lord Bless You and Keep You” - Lutkin - performed live by Octarium
Resource: Then Sings My Soul by Robert J. Morgan
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Save the Date

Blood Drive at Pilgrim
Thursday, Oct. 20th
3:00 - 7:00 p.m.
Call 715-842-0761
to schedule an appointment
or drop in.

Bringing Christian Compassion
and Hope to Those That
Need It Most
We minister to those who live in
elder care facilities, assisted living
facilities, and the Marathon County Jail.

Pilgrim Parking Lot
Saturday, October 29
4:00 - 6:00 p.m.
People are needed to decorate
their vehicles, wear costumes (if
you choose), and hand out treats
to the ghosts, goblins, princesses,
etc. that come.

Christmas Reflections is returning
on Saturday December 3, 2022, in
Pilgrim Fellowship Hall. Viewing
of tables will take place from 4:00
to 5:15 p.m. Dinner will be served
at 5:30 p.m.
Participants and volunteers are
needed
•

Hosts/Hostesses for sponsoring/decorating tables. Bring
your own dishes and decorations, write a brief description
of your table, and invite
guests to join you.

•

Bakers to make Christmas
cookies for the viewing.

•

Four people to serve food on
the host/hostesses’ plates.

Donations of candy are also greatly appreciated.
Please sign up by October 9 if
you will be decorating your car or
donating candy. A sign-up sheet
is on the table in the lounge area
by the restrooms.
Cars will line up at 3:15 p.m. on
October 29.
Contact the Evangelism Committee with questions: Jeanne Wunsch, Mollie Augustine, Jeanette
Carlson, and Shirley Ecker.

ASPIRUS COMFORT CARE
WINGS ZOOM GRIEF
Finding the Other Side
of Sadness
October 4, 11, 18, 25
6:00 - 7:00 p.m., Tuesdays
This is a four-week series about
building the courage to live your
life differently and identifying
“Who am I now?” after loss.
Take this journey and learn what
it takes to become a seasoned
griever.

“There are far,
far better things ahead
than any we leave behind”
—C.S. Lewis
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The meal will be catered.
More information on the sale of
tickets and menu will be provided. Please watch the bulletin and
Progress for more information. A
sign-up sheet will be put out in
October to sign up to host a table
by Sunday October 30.
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MINUTES
Regular Council Meeting

Study Group

“Cast of Characters”
Monthly Study Sessions
This five-session study group
will meet at 9:00 a.m. on the
following Saturdays:
Aug. 13th
Nov. 12th
Sept. 10th
Dec. 10th
Oct. 8th

Men’s Monthly
Bible Study Breakfast
at Eagle’s Nest
2nd Thursday of the Month
7:30 a.m.
The next gathering for food, faith,
and fellowship is October 13th.
Contact Eugene Viegut (715-3599895) if you are interested in
joining.

Weekly Prayer Circle
Tuesdays
11:45 a.m.
If you would like to join the
group, drop in. Or, if you would
like to receive the weekly prayer
list, contact the office.

Recorded Worship Services
Available Online
Are you unable to attend worship
services in-person or on Zoom?
You can watch a video recording
of the weekly worship service at
home through our website at
www.pilgrimofwausau.org.

☺ To the Busy Bee Quilters for
assembling 44 quilts; and, to
the Social Concerns Team
and those who donated items
for the 20 school kits and
two baby care kits. To all
who helped box quilts on
Quilt Sunday. To Norah
Brown and her family for
delivering all of the items to
the Lutheran World Relief
pick-up site. To the quilters
hosting the reception after
the worship service, and to
Sweet Dreams Bakery for
donating the cookies.

☺ To

those who donated
Menards Rebates for church
supplies.

☺ To Betty Walters for donating the wheat sculpture
hanging in the Cry Room;
and to Dennis Wunsch for
installing it.

☺ To Betty Walters for the attractive seasonal display inviting us into the church under the carport.

☺ To all who helped with the
reception meal following the
funeral service of Elaine
Kolden, especially June
Champagne,
Ramona
Schmitz, and Jill Myers.

PRESENT IN PERSON and
ZOOM President Shirley Ecker,
Vice President Jeanette Carlson,
Secretary Jenni Zaitz, Treasurer
Charles Freiberg, Jim Lenselink,
Eugene Viegut, Vicar Pat Kempf,
Charlene Buttner, Suzanne Koerten,
and Jeanne Wunsch
EXCUSED:
Barb Yeast

Janet Williams and

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER:
Shirley Ecker called the meeting to
order at 6:30 p.m. and Jim Lenselink had devotions.
SECRETARY’S REPORT: (Jenni
Zaitz) Minutes were reviewed from
the August 9, 2022 Regular Council
Meeting. A motion was made by
Freiberg to accept the minutes with
a correction to state that one council
member sustained from voting on a
motion allowing Vicar Pat to be
gone on Sunday, September 4th,
second by Buttner. Motion carried.
TREASURER’S
REPORT:
(Charlie Freiberg): Reviewed the
current finances. We broke even
for the month of August but are
waiting for Script and Blessings
That Give Hope income to come in.
A motion was made by Koerten,
second by Carlson to accept the
Treasurers Reports. Motion carried.
VICE PRESIDENTS REPORT:
(Jeanette Carlson) No Report

VICARS REPORT: (Vicar Patrick
Kempf) Things are still going well.
He is expecting to be at Pilgrim
longer than originally anticipated.
His candidacy meeting has been
pushed back. He is expecting to get
approval from the faculty in October or November and Synod approval after that.
He met with
Elaine Kolden’s family twice this
week to start making funeral ar-

BAPTISM/NEW MEMBER
September 10, 2022
Deborah Louise Glascock
FUNERAL
Elaine Marietta Kolden
December 14, 1935 - September 11, 2022

(Continued on page 6)
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Altar Guild

September 13th, 2022
Unapproved

THE WAY FORWARD
October 2022

(Minutes continued from page 5)

rangements. He has requested to
take off on Thursday, September 29
and Sunday, October 2nd to attend a
trip with his family that had been
planned previously. When the trip
was planned he was expecting to
only be at Pilgrim until August. A
motion was made by Koerten, second by Buttner to allow Vicar Pat to
take off the requested days to attend
the family trip. Motion carried. A
motion was made by Freiberg and
second by Lenselink to accept the
requested days of with the condition
that Vicar Pat will take the $225.00
to pay the supply pastor out of his
own pay. Motion carried.
PRESIDENT’S REPORT: (Shirley
Ecker) Reviewed the revised MSP
with the council and made a few
more updates. A motion was made
by Freiberg, second by Buttner to
approve the MSP pending approval
by the synod. Motion carried. The
MSP will now be sent to Fred for
final revisions and then sent to Pastor Asher. Charlie, Shirley, Vicar
Pat and Pastor Asher had a meeting
today. Vicar Pat may need to be
away from the church on a Sunday
if he is required to travel to attend
an interview. A new covenant
agreement for Vicar Pat, to start on
October 1st, has been signed and
sent to Pastor Asher. Debbie Glascock became a new member of Pilgrim on September 11th. A motion
was made by Carlson, second by
Koerten to Accept Debbie Glascock
as a new member. Motion carried.
WORSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT: (Sue Koerten) Pilgrim and
St. Stephen’s combined choir is going well. They will be singing at
Pilgrim on September 11th and St.
Stephen’s on September 18th when
their new pastor is installed. Pilgrim members have been invited to
join the vocal and bell combined
choirs. Ministry teams were discussed after Pastor Block visited us
and shared what he had done with
Mt. Calvary. We will add Lay
Readers and Children’s Sermons to
our services. A committee has been
working on updating the Ministry

Profile so we can start looking at
recruiting a part-time pastor. We
will also do the paperwork for getting another intern but there is no
guarantee. There are not a lot of
intern candidates at this time. Possible time changes have been looked
at for some of our worship services,
especially during the Holidays, so
our choir members can sing at services at both Pilgrim and St. Stephens. A motion was passed for
council consideration for Pilgrim to
coordinate with St. Stephens on
times for the Christmas Eve services. The Thanksgiving service will
be held on Tuesday, November
22nd. Tentative times are : Soup
Supper at 5:30 and Service at 6:30.
We would like to decorate for fall
once again and are collecting donations of fall decorations until the
beginning of October. A motion
was made by Freiberg, second by
Viegut to allow the worship committee to explore the possibility of adjusting worship times so that the
combined choir can sing at both services. Motion carried.
BUILDING AND GROUNDS:
(Eugene Viegut) No report
EVANGELISM: (Jeanne Wunsch)
Pilgrim will hold a Blood Drive on
October 20th. Trunk or Treat will be
held again this year on October 29th
from 4:00 PM to 6:00 PM. There is
a sign up sheet to sign up to decorate
a vehicle or donate candy or non
food treats. Saturday, December 3rd
Christmas Reflections will return.
BLESSINGS THAT GIVE HOPE:
(Jeanne Wunsch) We have received
a bunch of donations. The packer
schedule is full until mid January
and then help is needed. We have
been notified by a Social Worker
from John Marshall Elementary
School that they are thinking about
starting a food pantry and will need
donations. The Blessings That Give
Hope Committee felt this didn’t really fit in with their program. In the
past we have helped the food pantries at Horace Mann and Wausau
East and found that donations of
money or gift cards worked the best.
The Church and Society Committee
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has volunteered to take over this
task once we receive more information.
CHURCH
AND
SOCIETY:
(Charlene Buttner) Miscellaneous
school supplies and food items have
been placed in the Little Library.
The Catholic Charities Day Center
accepts donations of large backpacks for guests to carry their belongings. Contact 715-849-3311 to
donate. Food items were recently
donated to the Conditional Release
Program. Prayer shawls and cartridges were donated to Faith in Action. More notebooks are needed to
finish the School Kits. Betty Walters sewed the bags for the School
Kits. School Kits, quilts and Baby
Care Kits will be donated to National World Relief. October 22nd is
Make a Difference Day.
LIFE & GROWTH: (Janet Williams) We will be inviting St Stephen’s to join us for a Chili Dinner
and Thanksgiving Worship Service.
Vicar Pat has volunteered to make
the Chili again and another type of
soup too. Vicar Pat and Pastor Caroline will discuss doing the service
together and the choir will be singing.
STEWARDSHIP: (Jim Lenselink)
Shirley and Jim attended a Stewardship Meeting on Tuesday, August
23 for a program called “Cultivating
Generous Congregations. Future
sessions will be held on September
15 and 29 and October 13 and 27.
CHILDREN & YOUTH: (Barb
Yeast) No Report
NEW BUSINESS: No New Business
ADJOURN: At 8:03 a motion was
made by Freiberg, Second by
Koerten to adjourn the meeting.
Motion carried.
The meeting
closed with the Lord’s Prayer. The
next meeting will be Tuesday, October11, 2022 at 6:30 P.M. Eugene
Viegut has devotions.
Respectfully submitted,
Jenni Zaitz, Secretary
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Remember in Prayer...
the following members of ou r
Pilgrim family on their
numbered day of the month

Happy Birthday from your Pilgrim family!

October

Jeanette Carlson

10/02

Violet Koski

10/13

Jane Dolan

10/03

Jean Trempe

10/13

John Trempe

10/03

Gary Dettmering

10/15

Oscar Brown

10/04

Burton Palmer

10/21

Jeff Stubbe

10/04

William Marx

10/23

Lori Weyer

10/07

Tom Brown

10/24

Nancy Bedessem

10/09

Jordan Kislow

10/31

Richard Erickson

10/11

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16

On birthdays, we honor our beginnings and
remember that in God's eyes, we have a place in
this world that no one else has.

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Loga n Za it z
Jac k Z ie bel l
Pa ul Zie be ll
El le n An ders on
Cod y Au gu sti ne
Ea sto n Au gu sti ne
Ka ss id ie A ugu st ine
Mol lie Aug us tin e
Tayl en A ugu st ine
Pa mel a Ba nni st er
Tim Ba nn is ter, Jr .
Timo thy Ban ni ster
Bra d Bar te ll
Bru ce B art el l
Nan cy Bed es sem
Da vid Beh nke I II

Wednesday

17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31

Thursday

Char li e Be hn ke
Finl ey Beh nke
Mega n Be hnk e
Ol iver Beh nk e
So nya Berg eth
Jos eph in e Bi ll in gto n
Zack ary Bi ll ing ton
Ka thy Boe hm
St eve Boe hm
Kar en B ol ler
Ri char d Bo ll er
Con ni e Bra nde nbur g
Larry Bran den bur g
Jen na Br and enb urg
An n Bro ok s

Friday

Saturday
1

2
7:45 Evangelism
Team Meeting
9:00 Worship

3

4
5
6
9:00 Pastors’
7:00 Choir Practice 6:30 Worship
Breakfast
11:45 Prayer Circle

7

8
9:00 Cast of
Characters
Book Study

9
9:00 Worship
10:15 SS

10

11
12
9:00 Pastors’
9:00 Busy Bee
Breakfast
Quilters
11:45 Prayer Circle 7:00 Choir Practice
1:00 Pastors’ Text
Study
6:30 Council Mtg.

14
Lay School

15
Lay School

16
9:00 Worship

17

18
19
20
9:00 Pastors’
7:00 Choir Practice 9-12 WRV
Breakfast
Conference Mtg.
11:45 Prayer Circle
3-7 Blood Drive
6:00 GWCS Meeting
at Pilgrim
at Pilgrim
6:30 Worship

21
Progress
Article
Deadline

22

23
9:00 Worship

24

25
26
27
9:00 Pastors’
7:00 Choir Practice 6:30 Worship
Breakfast
11:45 Prayer Circle
1:00 Pastors’ Text
Study

28

29
4-6 Trunk
-or– Treat

30

REFORMATION 31
SUNDAY
9:00 Worship

7

13
7:30 Men’s Bible
Study at Eagle’s
Nest
6:30 Worship
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In 2021,
Your Love Reached Neighbors
Around the World
361,225 Neighbors In Need
In 19 countries
122,400
Quilts

3,230
Blankets

60,030
Personal Care Kits

103,880
School Kits

38,850
Baby Care Kits

915
Fabric

Organ Concert Event

“BLESSINGS THAT GIVE HOPE” FOOD PROGRAM

Zion Lutheran Church presents:

Our food program continues and your support is needed. Donations of financial support, food, and volunteerism are all
required to keep feeding our neighbors in need.

A Hymn Festival on Romans:
The Righteous Shall Live by
Faith. Jeffrey Blersch will be the
guest organist and Stephen P.
Starke will provide commentary
on the hymns. Zion’s Kantorei
and Trinity’s (Wausau) Sanctuary Choir will lead the singing.
Zion Lutheran Church
709 N. Sixth Street, Wausau
Saturday, Oct. 22, 7:00 p.m.
Reception to follow the concert.
A free-will donation will be received.

Financial Support: Sponsor a child for $20 per month or $200
per year. Fill out a donation slip and envelope (available in
the narthex) or use your blue-striped envelopes to state your
commitment.
Volunteer to Pack Food: Packing takes about 30 minutes and
partnering makes it quicker. Find a week, or two, that works
for you. Located in the narthex is a clipboard with sign-up
sheets. If this is your first time and need assistance, contact a
committee member: Mollie Augustine, Jeanne or Dennis
Wunsch, or Delores or Jeff Kessel.
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Financial Information Update
September 29th, 2022
A budget is a statement of faith. It is our way of saying this is
what we believe God wants us to do. And we trust that God
will provide.

Mortgage

Year-to-Date Revenue

$ 78,536 Balance: 08/25/2022
$

582 Principal Payment

$

292 Interest Payment

Budget

vs.

$108,876

Actual

$89,357

Outstanding Bills

$ 77,954 Balance: 09/29/2022

Participate in the
Scrip Program
and Support Pilgrim
Put your regular household
shopping dollars to work by
purchasing gift cards at Pilgrim. Scrip-participating retailers sell gift cards to Pilgrim
at a discount and you get the
full face value of the gift card.
Orders are taken periodically.
For information, email or call
the office at 715-842-4544

$2,249 Total Bills

Thrivent Choice
Program
Those Pilgrims Unable to Attend Services
Please remember the following Pilgrims who are not able to
attend worship due to personal limitation. If you need their
addresses, please contact the church office.
In Care Facilities

Kathleen Huebner .................................................Mount View
In Their Homes

Kathy Boehm
Donald Mattke

John Schneider
Stephen Williams

Prayer Shawls
Do you know someone who needs prayer and a special word of encouragement? Consider extending the love of Jesus through a Circle of
Women prayer shawl.
A cabinet in the lounge holds a variety of prayer shawls. Choose one to
deliver to a person who needs a special, tangible reminder of God’s love
and presence. Sign the book to show that you have taken one, and use a
prayer request form to add this person to the Prayer Circle list, if that is
appropriate.
A wicker basket sits next to the cabinet. If you have extra yarn to donate, you may place it there to be used for other handcrafted shawls.
Thank You!
Shawls given to date… 272
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We are pleased to announce
that Pilgrim Church receives
funds through Thrivent Financial’s Thrivent Choice program. By directing Choice
Dollars,
eligible
Thrivent
members can recommend
which nonprofit organizations
they feel should receive charitable grant funding from
Thrivent. If you are an eligible
member, please consider us
when directing Choice Dollars.
Call 800-847-4836 or visit
Thrivent.com/thriventchoice.

Can’t get to church
on Sunday?
Come worship
Thursdays at 6:30 pm!
We gather for worship each
week in a simple service of
hymns, prayers, Scripture, sermon, and the Lord’s Supper.
We don’t “dress up,” and it only
lasts 30 – 40 minutes. If your
spirit needs food for the journey, please consider joining us.
We promise you will be fed!
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Blood Drive at Pilgrim
Thursday, October 20th
3:00 - 7:00 pm
Trunk or Treat
Saturday, October 29th
4:00 - 6:00 pm
Staff
Pastor
Ministers
Office Manager
Choir Director
Pianists
Custodian

If you wish to give a gift to Pilgrim electronically, please go to www.pilgrimofwausau.org
and click on the DONATE button on the home
page. Thank you.

Vicar Pat Kempf
All Pilgrims
Fred Patten
Delores Kessel
Delores Kessel, Norah Brown
Dennis Wunsch

Services

Sundays 9:00 a.m. and Thursdays 6:30 p.m.

PILGRIM LUTHERAN CHURCH...
Sharing God’s Never-Ending Love with All People through Faith and Service!

www.pilgrimofwausau.org
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