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Lutheran '
Church WE BELIEVE!

\g / - As the Christmas season sneaks up on us once again, one might ask,
why do we believe? As I flip through catalogs and look for gifts online, I
find all manner of home décor items using this theme. What is driving this
trend? Is it more than the mystery of Saint Nicholas or Santa Clause bearing
¢ gifts for our children? Is there something more faith based and less secular
¢ behind those signs? Are they meant to be signs of hope in a world full of
political turmoil, wars and the various human tragedies?

The story of Christ’s birth is a cornerstone of our faith as Christians. From Mat-
thew 1 verse 21:

“She (Mary) will give birth to a son, and you are to give him
the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins”

Jesus’ birth started a faith story of an incredible man, the Son of God. His teach-
ings and message of love for one another have survived for two thousand years.
Arguably, Jesus Christ is one of the most influential people who ever lived.
Christmas is a time to remember those humble beginnings of the Son of God. Jesus
was born of humble means. Yet he was able to change the world. He gave the
world not just the word of God, but made the ultimate sacrifice for our sins with his
life. He gave believers the ultimate gift, forgiveness of our sins and the hope of
everlasting life.

I believe that Jesus walks among us today in the form of those who do good works,
those who serve others and make a difference, no matter how small, in this troubled
world. God’s will is certainly guiding the actions of those who believe and follow.

We can get wrapped up in the commercialism of the Christmas season, focusing on
gifts, which large blowup to buy for the front lawn, decorating our homes, looking
for that perfect outfit for those holiday gatherings. Let’s step back and remember
the reason we celebrate Christmas. Christmas is a time of hope, joy and happiness,
for our Savior is born. It is a time to spend with family and friends. It is a time to
reflect on our God given blessings. It is a time for sharing the story of Christ, for
sharing the Good New with those who may not yet believe in Jesus as our Savior.

Merry Christmas! May the blessings of the season bring you peace, joy and most of
all hope.

In Christ’s Love, Jean Trempe, Council President
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December
Special Worship Services

Choral Worship Services
St. Stephen, December 14, 9:00 am
Pilgrim, Sunday, December 21, 9:00 am

The choir has been practicing for weeks and looking forward to
sharing the spirit of Christmas with you. There will be a reception
immediately following the service in the Pilgrim lounge.

Christmas Eve
Service at St. Stephen, 4:00 pm
Candlelight Service at Pilgrim, 5:00 pm

Late Night Christmas Eve
Shared Candlelight Service
St. Stephen at 10:00 pm

This late-night service was planned by multiple congregations.

Christmas Morning Worship Service
Pilgrim, Thursday at 9:00 am

Breakfast/Brunch Service in Fellowship Hall
Pilgrim, Sunday, December 28th, 9:00 am

This is a casual shared service with a potluck breakfast. There
will be no service at St. Stephen. If you would like to bring a dish
to pass, there is a sign-up sheet located on the information table in
the lounge.

Christmas Eve Worship
Wednesday, 5:00 p.m.

Christmas Day Worship
Thursday, 9:00 a.m.
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Warm Mittens,
Gloves, Hats, Socks,
and Scarves

Items for all ages are now being
collected for the Mitten Tree.
Please bring your offerings to
help our neighbors in need. Your
donations will be delivered to lo-
cal schools and other non-profit
organizations.
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Preuarfng ~

"Advent

December 1st is the first Sunday
in Advent and the 22nd the last.

We wait for the coming of the
Lord, two thousand years ago
and the arrival yet to occur.
What did they expect from the
Messiah then and what do we
long for today? We travel with
holy anticipation to meet the
newborn king in the manger as
we wait in hope for today.

Some practical ways to prepare
for Advent:

e Keep an Advent calendar
(available in the church
lounge)

e Put up an Advent wreath

e Set up a nativity scene

e Have an Advent tree
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Make a foyful nojgel

O Come, All Ye Faithful Angels From the Realms of Glory
Awag ina Mangcr What C]—nild |s This

Joy to the World We T hree Kings

Angels We Have [Heard on [igh

This year we will have an “Advent Choral Service” as we have had ever since our choir and the choir
from St. Stephen joined forces four years ago. The service will take place at Pilgrim on December 21. 1
hope you will be able to attend.

The choir is singing a Christmas cantata called “The Angels Sang Glory”. It is loaded with MANY fa-
vorite Christmas carols.

I decided to make this month’s column a short pop-up quiz about the carols you will hear in the cantata.
No worries! You can use hymn books or the Internet to help you figure out the answers if you don’t al-
ready know them or if you can’t guess the answers on your own. Have fun!!

Here goes! There is one question for each song at the top of this column.

1.

Which Christmas carol is based on Psalm 987 It asks all of creation to praise God. The words of
the song matched the Christmas story so closely that it got borrowed as a Christmas song. By the
end of the 20" century, it was the most published Christmas song in the U.S.

Which Christmas song tries to guess what the shepherds might have wondered when they came to
see baby Jesus?

This Christmas song was originally written in Latin. The Latin title is still printed in many hymn
books. It was probably written by an English refugee who lived in France because he was Catho-
lic at a time that Catholics were persecuted in England. The writer didn’t take credit for writing
the song, maybe to protect himself from harm, but now he gets the credit he is due.

An exotic group of men came to worship Jesus. We don’t know how many men were in the
group. Sometimes they are called kings, but we don’t know for sure that they were actually
kings. They brought three valuable gifts; one of the gifts they brought foretold Jesus’ death. This
was the first “wildly popular” Christmas carol.

Martin Luther sometimes gets credit for writing this Christmas song but that’s probably not cor-
rect. It was probably written in the U.S. for a children’s Christmas program and children are
mentioned in one verse.

Which Christmas carol invites angels from all over the earth to proclaim Jesus’ birth. The angels
in this carol are good singers who had already sung about creation, and now they were being
called back into service to sing again. These angels encouraged everyone to worship baby Jesus.

7. This rather fancy sounding Christmas carol has angels singing and their voices echo off nearby
mountains.
Merr9 (hristmas, Evergone!
DC!OFCS KCSSC]
(Answers on Page 5)
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HABITAT FOR HUMANITY

HOLIDAY LIGHTS RECYCLING PROGRAM

December 2025

Habitat for Humanity ReStore
1810 Schofield Ave.

Weston, WI 54476
715-848-5042

Donation Hours

Tuesday: 8 AM to 12 PM ‘
Wed. thru Fri.: 8 AM to 4 PM
Saturday: 9 AM to 2 PM

Since 2014 the Habitat Wausau Team has collected 46,355 pounds
of holiday lights. The lights were recycled and kept out of our local
landfill. The proceeds from the holiday light collection help Habitat
Wausau purchase needed tools for the construction team.

Collection boxes are now out in the community (listed below) until
early January. Lights are also accepted year-round at the ReStore
during donation hours. To have your business added as a collection

email store(@habitatwausau.org.

Wausau

Abby Bank, Associated Bank,
County Market, Intercity
State Bank, Lamb's Fresh
Market, LeadCar Toyota
Wausau, Marathon Bank,
People's State Bank (6th St.
and Stewart Ave.), Pick 'n
Save, Prevail Bank, Wausau
City Hall

Rib Mountain
Lamb’s Fresh Market,
People's State Bank

Schofield
Intercity State Bank

Rothschild
Marathon Bank, Pick ‘n Save

——.

Weekly Prayer Circle
Tuesdays
11:45 a.m.

If you would like to join the
group, drop in. If you would like
to receive the weekly prayer list,
or place a prayer request, contact
the office.
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Weston

Abby Bank, Associated Bank,
Intercity Bank, People's State
Bank, Pick 'n Save, Wausau
Habitat ReStore

Marathon
People’s State Bank

Mosinee
Marathon Bank, Mosinee City
Hall, Piggly Wiggly

Merrill

Ace Hardware, County
Market, Park City Credit
Union, Westside Market

— -

Men’s Monthly

Bible Study Breakfast
at Eagle’s Nest

2nd Thursday of the Month
7:30 a.m.

The next gathering for food, faith,
and fellowship is December 11.

If you are interested in joining,
contact Eugene Viegut at
(715-359-9895).

(An excerpt from Mary Tucek’s
monthly Newsletter column
from 12 years ago.)

Mary's Message

Rome slept unsuspecting,
Herod too, closed drowsy
eyes
that feared
the Hebrew king foretold.

Expecting splendor, armies,
might,

They slumbered through
His birth,
the hour God’s hand moved
silently resetting history, the
ages from B.C. as they slept
through to A.D.

While safely tucked within
his infancy, the new born
king
lay hidden, sheltered, far
from human power, his place
unseen—

a side street named

humility.
But wise men watching from
afar fine tuned their minds with

faith, arose, went out and simp-
ly found Him.

(“But if from thence thou shalt
seek the Lord thy God, thou
shalt find Him, if thou seek Him
with all thy heart and with all
thy soul.” —Deut. 4:29)

Mary Tucek
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THE WAUSAU LYRIC CHOIR [ShOUt OUT!

announces their 2025 Christmas concert, A Promise of Peace. The
choir will perform updated arrangements of traditional Christmas
music including O Holy Night, Silent Night, I Wonder As I Wan-
der, and other seasonal music.

© To the worship leaders presid-
ing over services this past
month: Pastors Schruba, Bas-

WHEN sett, and Schwantes; and, to
- the lay ministers, Eugene
Friday, December 19, 2025 at 7:30 p.m. Viegut and Shirley Ecker.
Saturday, December 20, 2025 at 3:00 p.m. © To all who helped with the
Thanksgiving Service of Grat-
WHERE itude and chili supper. We
First Presbyterian Church 406 Grant Steet Wausau came with a spirit of thanks-
. ) . ) giving and left with a full bel-
Free will offering for the choir and Non-Perishables for the 1st ly and soul.
Presbyterian food pantry are welcome and appreciated.
“Do yur little bit
of good
The family
of Stephen Moede, wherever you arey

and his wife Karen Larson and family,
want to thank everyone who helped with
preparations and the reception for Stephen’s funeral
on Sunday, Nov. 2nd. It was such a special tribute to him.
I’'m also grateful to those who attended the service.

it’s those little bits
of good
put together

Stephen considered himself a part of our Pilgrim family and he
often spoke of how kind and friendly you were to him. He also
looked forward to our merger with St. Stephen’s Lutheran
Church.

Thank you for embracing him and for keeping us
In your prayers as we mourn.

that overwhelm

the world.”

Desmond Tutu
You friend in faith, Karen.

“Make a Joyful Noise” Answers

1) Joy to the World

2) What Child Is This?

3) O Come, All Ye Faithful
4) We Three Kings

| Parish Updates | 5 AwayinaManger
\ 4/ 6) Angels From the Realms of
DEATHS/FUNERALS Glory
Kathleen Boehm 7) Angels We Have Heard on
September 8, 1952—November 22, 2025 High
e — —_— e




MINUTES

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING

November 11, 2025
Not Yet Approved

PRESENT IN PERSON: Jean Trempe
(President). Frank Koerten (Vice Presi-
dent), Linda Konkel (Secretary), Charlie
Freiberg (Treasurer), Jim Lenselink
(Building & Grounds Chair), Charlene
Buttner (Church & Society Chair), Sue
Koerten (Worship Chair), Jeff Kessel
(BTGH Chairy).

ABSENT: Janet Williams (Life & Growth
Chair).

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER: Jean
Trempe called the meeting to order at
6:30 p.m. Sue Koerten led the devotion
from Christ in Our Home based on
Thessalonians 2, Chapter 2, verses 16-
17. God gave us unfailing courage and
a firm hope and encouraged us and
strengthened to always do and say
what is good.

SECRETSARY’S REPORT: (Linda
Konkel) Motion by Jim Lenselink and
seconded by Charlie Freiberg to accept
the October 14, 2025, meeting minutes.
Motion passed.

WISCONSIN RIVER VALLEY CON-
FERENCE ASSEMBLY: Shirley and
Katie Ecker attended the assembly as
Pilgrim’s delegates.

Linda reported that dues for 2025 will
be $2.50 per active attendance mem-
ber. This is up from $1.50. The budget
committee will keep this in mind as they
work on the 2026 budget.

She also passed out information that
was given to all assembly participants
regarding sex offenders in the church
with guidelines for conditional attend-
ance to help congregations should they
be presented with an offender who re-
quests to attend worship.

An e-mail went out to all Pilgrims giving
more details regarding other activities of
the Conference.

TREASURER’S REPORT: (Charlie
Freiberg) Reviewed financial reports for
October 2025. Cash in the banks to-
taled $80,785. With $15,370 held in
restricted funds. Again, the largest por-
tion of the restricted funds are Blessings
that Give Hope of $9,033. Our long-
term debt stands at $53,789. A remind-
er that the church’s real estate is not
included on the balance sheet. Income
was down this past month as there
were only three worship services here
at Pilgrim. The fourth was at St. Ste-

S Yo
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phen. We are $5,000 ahead for the year
but we are $10,000 behind the previous
two years. Motion by Charlene Buttner
with a second by Jim Lenselink to ap-
prove the treasurer’s report. Motion
passed.

BLESSINGS THAT GIVE HOPE RE-
PORT: (Jeff Kessel) He was very busy
working with Kathy Tyskiewicz at Hor-
ace Mann. She has provided two lists
for students at Horace Mann. The one
list is for ongoing needs, and the other
is for special needs that have come up.
Pilgrim has agreed to sponsor fifteen
students, up from ten we did last year,
for Christmas. Jeff reminded us that a
staff member does go shopping with the
child if a gift card is given. The gift lists
for the students will be coming out soon
so people will have time to shop. Jeff
was thanked for all he does for Bless-
ings that Give Hope.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT: (Jean Trem-
pe) Jean presented a list of Pilgrim’s
Core Values that she prepared by com-
bining the prior lists that have been
done. Council members felt the list still
represented our core values and it can
be used by the transition team.

Jean has made sign-up sheets for par-

ticipation in the necessary merger work
groups. There are still many open spots
available. She will ask for volunteers at

the next Town Hall meeting.

The budget committee meeting to work
on the budget will be November 18 at
6:30 p.m.

The annual meeting will be on January
25, 2026. The agenda for the meeting
will be set at the December council
meeting. The committee annual reports
are due three weeks prior to the annual
meeting.

We received a letter asking for dona-
tions for the ELCA. Jean will have the
information put in the bulletin should
anyone be interested in donating.

Motion by Frank Koerten and seconded
by Charlie Freiberg to approve the Pres-
ident’s report. Motion passed.

VICE PRESIDENT’S REPORT: (Frank
Koerten) The 2026 budget committee
will begin work at a meeting on Novem-
ber 18 at 6:30 p.m.

BUILDING & GROUNDS: (Jim Lensel-
ink) We need snow shovelers. If anyone
is interested or knows of someone who
might be interested, please contact Jim.

WORSHIP REPORT: (Sue Koerten)
The chili supper will be held at Pilgrim
on November 25 at 5:30 p.m. A shared
worship service with St. Stephen will
follow the dinner at 6:30 p.m. The choir

will be singing.

The Sanctified Art material will be used
during Advent. More information will
follow in the next couple of weeks.

The Christmas Cantata will be held on
December 21.

The Christmas Eve service will be at
Pilgrim at 5:00 p.m. A Christmas Day
Service will be held at Pilgrim at 9:00
a.m. All Wausau Area ELCA churches
will be invited as most do not hold ser-
vices on Christmas Day.

On December 28 at 9:00 a shared ser-
vice with St. Stephen will be held at
Pilgrim. More details to follow.

The Pilgrim and St. Stephen combined
worship team is planning to combine
worship services starting in January.
Details to follow.

Hymns are picked for November 11
through December.

CHURCH & SOCIETY REPORT:
(Charlene Buttner) Mitten Sunday will
be November 23. Hats, mittens,
scarves, and socks are needed for chil-
dren and adults.

We are collecting food for the Salvation
Army throughout November. We are
collecting grocery bags and ink cartridg-
es for them also.

We are collecting items for the LSS
Conditional Release Program. ltems
needed are listed in the Progress and
bulletin.

North Central Health Care is also look-
ing for items for their residents. There is
a list on the bulletin board outside
Fred’s office.

LIFE & GROWTH REPORT: (Janet
Williams)( report given by Jean Trempe)
Volunteers are needed for the chili sup-
per. Greeters, kitchen help, servers,
clean up and bakers are needed. There
is also a list of food items that are need-
ed for the supper. There is a signup
sheet located in the lounge or call Ja-
net.

Discussion followed on the distribution
of the funds from the chili supper and
the worship service. Motion by Sue
Koerten to split the free will offering, and
worship offering evenly between Salva-
tion Army, Neighbors Place, Women’s
Shelter, and ELCA Hunger. (All St. Ste-
phen offering envelopes, will be given to
St. Stephen for processing.) Second, by
Jim Lenselink. Motion passed.

Jim Lenselink has devotions in Decem-
ber. Progress articles are due by No-
vember 21, 2025.

(Continued on page 7)
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(Meeting Minutes continued from page 6)

NEW BUSINESS: None
OLD BUSINESS: None

Motion by Sue Koerten, seconded by
Charlie Freiberg to adjourn. Motion
passed. Meeting adjourned at 8:08 p.m.

Closed with the Lord’s Prayer.

Respectfully Submitted,
Linda Konkel

MINUTES

ST. STEPHEN AND PILGRIM
TRANSITION TEAM MEETING

November 18, 2025

“Walking Together to
Celebrate Christ’s Love.”

Present at meeting: Jean Trempe, Pr.
Cath Mode, Pr. Karoline Schwantes,
Charlie Freiberg, Pam Hackbart, Jeff
Kessel, Sue Koerten, Sarah Lonsdorf,
Verlyn Oelke.

Our synod coach, Pr. Cath Mode,
started the meeting with a Devotion and
a prayer. She reviewed our new Mission
Statement that came out of the retreat
on Oct. 26: “Walking Together to Cele-
brate Christ’s Love.” From now on we
should include this on all written com-
munications.

Update for Pr. Cath on how the pro-
cess has been going since we met
last. Comments we’ve received convey
support for and excitement about the
transition. Both congregations have
more volunteers for the work groups.

Values: Jean Trempe shared the list
she compiled for Pilgrim. There is no
formal list of values for St. Stephen. Pr.
Karoline shared a document listing the
mission statement and list of values that
came out of the combined retreat on
Oct. 26th. Pr. Cath suggested that we
get about 4 people together in the next
month to come up with a values docu-
ment that can be posted.

WORK GROUPS

e Pr. Cath stated that we need to
pare down our work groups. One
option is to appoint task forces
within a work group; each task
force will be given specific charges.
Another option is to ask some
group members to move to another
group based on their interests.

S Yo
!ﬁa« —

v¥

December 2025

® \We need to finalize our list of work

groups. To that end we discussed
Jean Trempe’s revision of the
spreadsheet.

Start-up of work groups was dis-
cussed. The consensus was to
start the groups this month and into
next. The logistics of this process
was discussed and potential com-
plications with all that’s going on
during Advent and Christmas. It
was decided to have a big get-
together in January where all the
group members will be installed.

Pr. Cath advised that we diligently
proceed with the merger process
without pause even in this busy
season.

How to get the work groups
started. We agreed that a Transi-
tion Team member will facilitate the
process of getting a work group off
and running before January. One
person referred to this role as the
connector. We assigned this role
for each of the work groups. Here’s
a list of assignments:

+ Constitution/Bylaws: Verlyn Oel-
ke

¢ Legal: Dick Holster
¢ Financial: Jim VonRueden

¢ Pilgrim’s Real Estate (physical
plant, Grounds, & Maintenance):
Jim Lenselink

¢ Pilgrim’s Real Estate (long term
use): Jean Trempe

¢ Communications: Jeff Kessel

¢ Policies & Procedures/Practices:
Jeff Kessel

+ Worship: Sarah Lonsdorf

+ Ministries: The organization of
this work group was discussed in
detail. It was suggested to divide
the group into two: Outreach and
Inreach. Pam Hackbart will shep-
herd the Outreach group. Jean
Trempe will recruit a person to
shepherd the Inreach work
group.

¢ Prayer: Pam Hackbart

¢ Celebration: Karen Larson

¢ Jean Trempe will update the
spreadsheet to reflect the things
we talked about in this meeting.

¢ Pr. Cath recommends that the
Transition Team member facilitat-
ing work group start-up provide

the work group members our
new mission statement, a list of
our values, an updated spread
sheet, and the theme prayer for
the transition.

Discussion points during the meet-
ing:

® |n our work towards merger an aim
should be to attract the churched
and dechurched.

® The work group kick-off should
include a liturgical beginning.

® Pr. Cath suggested that we incor-
porate a symbol/logo/design into
our mailings and postings. A good
place to start a search for a sym-
bol/logo/design is to check out Clip
Art available on the internet. This
symbol/logo/design could be put on
a card in the pews to remind peo-
ple of the merger.

® We should craft a theme prayer for
the transition. Sarah Lonsdorf will
draft that.

® Another way to keep merger in
people’s thoughts is to post photos.
Some photos of the retreat have
been posted at St, Stephen,

® Congregational members are get-
ting to know each other better. The
whole process that we are in is
‘Joyful Chaos’.

® We need to better define evange-
lism.

® A person from the synod may be
part of the Constitution/Bylaws
group work.

Pr. Karoline led us in prayer for a
recently hospitalized Pilgrim mem-
ber and a recently injured St. Ste-
phen member.

Next Two Meetings:
® Dec. 2nd, 3:00 PM, at St. Stephen.
Transition Team members shep-

herding each work group are to
give an update on the work group.

® Dec. 16th. Agenda items to be de-
termined.

Pr. Cath concluded the meeting with
a blessing.

Submitted by Jeff Kessel
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[
1 DO\JST REMEMBER IN PRAYER...
‘B RTH Au ’ the following members of our
Happy Birthday from your Pilgrim family! Pilgrim family on their
Please contact the church office with any updates. Pl
Pamela Bannister 12/01 Barb Yeast 12113
Karen Boller 12/02  Randy Ecker 12/15 1 Steve Boehm 17 Charlene Buttner
Brody James 1204 Finley Behnke 1217 § ﬁfgs;‘r?";ﬁ;ﬂ 12 jﬁizeét:afqizzil
Jay Schlitz 12/05  Oliver Behnke 12117
y - . 4 Connie Brandenburg 20 Lois Christianson
Janet Williams 12/05  Jason Viegut 12117 5 Larry Brandenburg 21 Dale Clark
Carol Sh 12/06  Kara Seiffert 12/19
arolshaw ara Sefe 6 Jenna Brandenburg 22 David Clemment
Cathy Gottschalk 12/07  Gary Yeast 12/19 7 Annarose Brown 93 Rachel Clemment
Jim Lenselink 12/07  Deborah Glascock 12/20 8 Deacon Brown 24 John Cravens
Maverick Weyer 12/07  Gary Walters 12/20 9 [ Een e 0P S ErAYETE
Annie Landeau 12/08  Anna Fehlhaber-Poppe 12/21 10 Jason Brown 26 Gary Dettmering
Lois Christianson 12/09  Mary Swanson 12125 11 Julian Brown 27 Mary Dettmering
Anlyss James 1210 Savanna Ecker 12/26 12 Norah Brown 28 Gabe Dins
lan Koski 12110  Lucas Strick 12/26 13 Oscar Brown 29 Ron Dins
Jean Rhyner 1211 Doug Pittsley 12127 14 Kathy Brown 30 Katie Ecker
Aaron Werth 12/11  Grant Larson 12/29 15 Tom Brown 31 Makayla Ecker
Logan Kislow 12/13 David Behnke, Il 12/30 16 Julie Bukowski
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 ?5 6
11:45 Prayer Circle | 6:30 Choir Practice | 4:00 Kathy Boehm | 9:30 Boehm
3:00 Transition Visitation at Visitation at
Team Meeting Peterson Kraemer Pilgrim
6:30 Worship 11:00
Funeral
12:00
Reception
7 ADVENT]| 8 9 10 11 12 13
9:00 Worship 11:45 Prayer Circle | 11:00 Busy Bee 7:30 Men’s Bible
6:30 Council Mtg. 6Q_’L’,J(iJltCer: Eagy . SNtucgy at Eagle’s
. o1r Fractice es
6:30 Worship
14 ADVENT| 15 16 17 18 19 20
9:00 Worship 11:45 Prayer Circle | Office Closed 6:30 Worship Lay School Lay School
6:00 GWCS Meeting | 6:30 Choir Practice Progress
at Pilgrim S\rticles
ue
21 ADVENT| 22 23 24 CHRISTMAS| 25 CHRISTMAS | 26 27
CHORAL SERVICE 11:45 Prayer Circle EVE DAY/
9:00 Worship 5:00 Candlelight
10:15 Reception Worship at Pilgrim
10:00 Candlelight
Shared Worship
Service at St.
Stephen
28 29 30 31 NEW YEARS
9:00 Shared 11:45 Prayer Circle EVE
Breakfast Worship
in Fellowship
Hall at Pilgrim
N — — e
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FINANCIAL INFORMATION UPDATE
November 27, 2025

A budget is a statement of faith. It is our way of saying this is
what we believe God wants us to do. And we trust that God
will provide.

Mortgage Year-to-Date Revenue
Budget vs. Actual
$ 53,790 Balance: 10/30/2025
$ 709 Principal Payment $104,810 $86,784
$ 165 Interest Payment Outstanding Bills

$ 53,081 Balance: 11/27/2025

$940 Total Bills

PARTICIPATE IN THE
SCRIP PROGRAM
AND SUPPORT PILGRIM

Put your regular household
shopping dollars to work by
purchasing gift cards at Pil-
grim.  Scrip-participating re-
tailers sell gift cards to Pilgrim
at a discount and you get the
full face value of the gift card.
Orders are taken periodically.
For information, email or call
the office at 715-842-4544

THRIVENT CHOICE
PROGRAM

THOSE PILGRIMS UNABLE TO ATTEND SERVICES

Please remember the following Pilgrims who are not able to
attend worship due to personal limitation. If you need their
addresses, please contact the church office.

In Care Facilities

Kathleen Huebner...........eueeeeeeeeeieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeennn. Mount View

In Their Homes

Steven Boehm John Schneider
Donald Mattke

PRAYER SHAWLS

We are pleased to announce
that Pilgrim Church receives
funds through Thrivent Finan-
cial’s Thrivent Choice pro-

gram. By directing Choice
Dollars, eligible  Thrivent
members can  recommend

which nonprofit organizations
they feel should receive chari-
table grant funding from
Thrivent. If you are an eligible
member, please consider us
when directing Choice Dollars.
Call 800-847-4836 or visit
Thrivent.com/thriventchoice.

Do you know someone who needs prayer and a special word of encour-
agement? Consider extending the love of Jesus through a Circle of
Women prayer shawl.

A cabinet in the lounge holds a variety of prayer shawls. Choose one to
deliver to a person who needs a special, tangible reminder of God’s love
and presence. Sign the book to show that you have taken one, and use a
prayer request form to add this person to the Prayer Circle list, if that is
appropriate.

A wicker basket sits next to the cabinet. If you have extra yarn to do-
nate, you may place it there to be used for other handcrafted shawls.
Thank You!

Shawls given to date... 304

CAN’T GET TO CHURCH
ON SUNDAY?

COME WORSHIP
THURSDAYS AT 6:30 PM!

We gather for worship each
week in a simple service of
hymns, prayers, Scripture, ser-
mon, and the Lord’s Supper.
We don’t “dress up,” and it only
lasts 30 — 40 minutes. If your
spirit needs food for the jour-
ney, please consider joining us.
We promise you will be fed!
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https://www.thrivent.com/thriventchoice/

...from the ‘Pi@rim staff

o
M o If you wish to give a gift to Pilgrim electronically,
Ministers All Pilgrims please go to www.pilgrimofwausau.org and click
Music Coordinator Delores Kessel on the DONATE button on the home page.
Choir Director Jim Lenselink
Pianists Delores Kessel, Norah Brown Thank you.
Custodian Shelby Brod
Office Manager Fred Patten DO nate
Services a
Sundays at 9:00 am / Thursdays at 6:30 pm V'SA%EW L

PILGRIM LUTHERAN CHURCH...

Sharing God’s Never-Ending Love with All People through Faith and Service!
www. pilgrimofwausau.org
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